TPWD Useful Information for Landowners Regarding CREZ Transmission Line Development

Below is the information TPWD offered to provide to you at the meeting in Junction on July 30, 2009.
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
Contacts:  A Wildlife Division Biologist for the area can be found at http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/technical_guidance/biologists/.  Please contact the District Leader to discuss your needs.
Wildlife Division – Austin Headquarters contacts are
Karen Clary - email - Karen.clary@tpwd.state.tx.us   Tel. 512-389-8054 and 
Julie Wicker - email - Julie.wicker@tpwd.state.tx.us   Tel. 512-389-4579

TPWD Request for Technical Guidance Concerning Development Projects (attached)
You may request a technical guidance letter from TPWD on potential impacts from the development project on your property.  However, unless you specify otherwise on the attached form, all information collected on your property is confidential and cannot be released to the PUC without your written permission.  If you or TPWD provides the TPWD technical guidance letter to the PUC, the information may be posted on the PUC website and be made available to the public.  
TPWD Annotated County List of Rare and Protected Species http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/maps/gis/ris/endangered_species/  (Select Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species of Texas by County Database).  TPWD maintains County Lists of rare and protected species.  These comprehensive lists contain the names of all rare and protected (state and federally threatened and endangered) species in the county and also give the preferred habitat for these species.  This list serves as an important first step in determining whether or not rare and protected species have potential to occur on your property.

Endangered Species Surveys
TPWD recommends that qualified biologists survey your property if you wish to verify rare and protected (including endangered and threatened) species on your property.  Prior to the survey, records of known species locations in your area may be obtained from TPWD.  Please contact Julie Wicker or Karen Clary for more information.  Send us a map with the location and boundaries of your property.
TPWD Recommendations for Electrical Transmission/Distribution Lines (attached)
TPWD provides Recommendations for Electrical Transmission/Distribution Line Design and Construction to developers.  A copy of these recommendations is attached.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Endangered Species Lists
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has jurisdiction over federally listed endangered species.  The USFWS Endangered species lists by county may be found at http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/EndangeredSpecies/lists/ 
Mailing address and Phone number:

USFWS
Austin, Texas Ecological Services Field Office 
Compass Bank Bldg, 10711 Burnet Rd, Ste 200 
Austin, TX 78758 
Telephone: 512-490-0057
Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
The PUC contact for CREZ projects is Brian Almon; he can be reached at brian.almon@puc.state.tx.us.  
The PUC has established a site for comments on three of the CREZ transmission line projects:

1. The Original Petition for the Selection of Entities Responsible for Transmission Improvements Necessary to Deliver Renewable Energy from Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (Docket or Control No. 35665).  The TPWD response letter is item 1273.

2. The LCRA Twin Buttes to Kendall  Station, Tom Green, Irion, Schleicher, Menard, Kimball, Kerr, Gillespie and Kendall Counties (Docket or Control No. 37049) 
3. The ONCOR Newton to Killeen, Lampasas, Burnet and Bell Counties (Docket or Control No. 37051)
To access this site, go to http://www.puc.state.tx.us
Then go to "Interchange Retrieval," then "Retrieve Filings". 
Click on Login (no login number or password is necessary), then under "Control Number" enter the 
Docket or Control Number (35665, 37049 or 37051).  That should take you to the website 
with all the filings (including correspondence) received by the PUC to date.
To review, click on the Item number on the left.  The items are numbered as they are received, so the 
most recent information received will be the items at the bottom.

If you wish to file a protest regarding the Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) with the PUC, General Landowner Project Information, Landowner Intervention Form and Landowner Protest Forms may be found at http://www.puc.state.tx.us/electric/forms/index.cfm
Attorney Information
If you don't know an attorney with the appropriate experience in real estate, easements and condemnation procedures, the State Bar of Texas has a lawyer referral service at 1-800-252-9690 or 1-877-9TEXBAR.  They are very helpful in walking you through what type of lawyer you need. 
 

Texas Historical Commission (THC)
For information on archeological or historical sites (including cemeteries) on your property, visit the Texas Historical Commission at http://www.thc.state.tx.us/contactus/cotregion.shtml
General Information for Landowners
Texas High Wire article at Texas Wildlife Association (attached) and found on line at
http://texaswildlife.journalgraphicsdigital.com/pubs/texaswildlife/jul09/
 

